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Foreword 

This document (CEN/TS 14966:2005) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 112 “Wood-based 
panels”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to announce this Technical Specification: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland 
and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This Technical Specification specifies small-scale test methods for estimating the following mechanical 
properties of wood-based panels: 

 indicative planar shear strength (sometimes referred to as block shear); 

 indicative panel shear strength; 

 indicative strength and modulus of elasticity in tension in the plane of the panel; 

 indicative strength in compression in the plane of the panel. 

Reference should be made to EN 310 for bending properties. For plywood, EN 314-1 may also be used as an 
indicator of planar shear strength. 

These test methods are intended for indicative purposes only and should not be used as a means of 
determining structural design values. They may not be suitable for all panel types. They may be used as a 
means of supporting quality control procedures for structural panels, if correlations with EN 789 test results 
can be established (CEN Technical Report in preparation). 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 325, Wood-based panels — Determination of dimensions of test pieces. 

EN 326-1, Wood-based panels — Sampling, cutting and inspection — Part 1: Sampling and cutting of test 
pieces and expression of test results. 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definition apply. 

3.1 
indicative test 
test intended to give an estimate of a particular property for guidance purposes only. It may be used as a tool 
for the estimation of additional properties where a reliable correlation can be demonstrated 

4 Indicative planar shear strength 

4.1 Principle 

The shear strength parallel to the surface of the test piece is determined by applying a uniform compressive 
force until rupture occurs. The compression load required to obtain failure is measured. 

NOTE This test procedure is not appropriate to plywood made from mixed species. 
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