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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to
the World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see
www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 23, Tractors and machinery for agriculture
and forestry, Subcommittee SC 18, Irrigation and drainage equipment and systems.

Alist of all parts in the ISO 24120 series can be found on the ISO website.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

Dwindling vital natural resources, such as land and water, and rising world population, pose a constant
threat that can develop into a future food and water crisis. Given the limited availability of water
and land resources, the amount of food grown today needs to be increased to meet the demands of
tomorrow. Reduction of available water for human consumption needs to be addressed. As direct
consumption of fresh water by populations cannot be decreased, the amount of water consumed by
agricultural uses needs to be reduced and allocated for domestic or industrial use.

Drip irrigation addresses water scarcity and other environmental considerations. Its use can save large
amounts of water (over 50 % of water can be saved for certain crop types) and increase yields.

Drip irrigation not only addresses the need to reduce water consumption and increase yield, but also
requires less labour and energy for operation, leading to lower costs to farmers due to reduced usage of
labour, fertilizers and other chemicals.

Drip irrigation relates to sustainability agriculture issues, and can be used in dry areas, in saline
. soil with saline water, and in steep-sloped topographies, where other irrigation methods cannot be
practiced without using pressure compensated units.

Drip irrigation is easy to handle and operate once installed. It is suitable for automation and remote
operation by computer or mobile phone. The system’s simplicity makes it easy to install, operate,
maintain and repair.
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; Other than irrigation, the drip irrigation method is used as a delivery system for fertilizers and other
& agrochemicals. Drip irrigation’s advantage as a delivery system is its ability to optimize fertilizer
O usage, and distribute it exactly where needed, in the root zone, while minimizing its release to the
environment.

Adoption of drip irrigation can help achieve sufficient fresh water availability for domestic use and
sufficient food quantity and quality and quality for reasonable pricing, while increasing farmers’
income with yield increases and cost reduction, and ensuring food security.

Drip irrigation systems also have limitations mainly related to high investment costs and extensive
maintenance requirements necessary to achieve and maintain the irrigation system performance.
Maintenance routines include water filtration, field inspection, maintenance of driplines, main line
flushing, and chemical water treatment.
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The purpose of this document is to provide a guideline on the implementation of drip irrigation.
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