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European foreword 

This document (prEN 12845-2:2022) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 191 “Fixed 
firefighting systems”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This document is currently submitted to the CEN Enquiry. 

This document is included in a series of European standards: 

CEN/TS 14816, Fixed firefighting systems - Water spray systems - Design, installation and maintenance; 

CEN/TS 17551, Fixed firefighting systems - Automatic sprinkler systems - Guidance for earthquake bracing; 

EN 671 (all parts), Fixed firefighting systems - Hose systems; 

EN 12094 (all parts), Fixed firefighting systems - Components for gas extinguishing systems; 

EN 12101 (all parts), Smoke and heat control systems; 

EN 12259 (all parts), Fixed firefighting systems - Components for sprinkler and water spray systems; 

EN 12416 (all parts), Fixed firefighting systems - Powder systems; 

EN 12845-1, Fixed firefighting systems - Automatic sprinkler systems - Design, installation and 
maintenance; 

EN 13565 (all parts), Fixed firefighting systems - Foam systems; 

EN 14972 (all parts), Fixed firefighting systems - Water mist systems; 

EN 17451, Fixed firefighting systems - Automatic sprinkler systems - Design, assembly, installation and 
commissioning of pump sets. 
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Introduction 

ESFR (early suppression fast response) sprinkler protection to this standard utilizes sprinklers in 
accordance with EN 12259-13 operating in suppression mode, i.e. which have the capability of markedly 
suppressing (reducing the heat release rate of) fires typically within storage risks. ESFR sprinkler 
protection tends to be used in high hazard storage scenarios to provide effective ceiling-only sprinkler 
protection (although ESFR protection schemes utilizing in-rack sprinkler heads do also exist). Designs 
are typically specified in terms of numbers of heads operating and required head pressures. 

CMSA (Control Mode Specific Application) sprinkler protection to this standard utilizes sprinklers 
operating in control mode, i.e. which have the capability of controlling (limiting the heat release rate) 
fires within storage risks. CMSA sprinkler protection tends to be used in a variety of especially challenging 
high hazard storage scenarios, where alternative approaches are not considered suitable. Designs are 
typically specified in terms of numbers of heads operating and required head pressures. 

CMDA (control mode density area) sprinkler protection to EN 12845-1 typically utilizes sprinklers in 
accordance with EN 12259-1 operating in control mode, i.e. which have the capability of controlling 
(limiting the heat release rate) fires in residential, commercial, industrial or storage applications. CMDA 
sprinkler protection tends to be used to good effect in a wide variety of built environment scenarios. 
Designs are typically specified in terms of a minimum application rate of water “density” (mm/min) to 
be applied over a specified area of operation “area”. 

All three approaches are designed to provide rapid and effective control of a fire. The selection of the 
most appropriate option is best entrusted to competent personnel. In all cases, it is expected that final 
extinguishment to be performed by the Fire and Rescue Service will be necessary. 

Both sprinkler types ESFR and CMSA were developed for storage fires. The ESFR sprinkler concept is a 
technical innovation developed from CMSA sprinklers. ESFR and CMSA sprinkler designs are less able to 
cope with adverse design features and non-compliances (e.g. those caused by incorrect design or change 
in practice in the protected premises over time). The risk that design and installation deviations from this 
standard are likely to result in a total system failure is highlighted, as is the particular importance of 
complying with all the requirements of this standard, without exception. 
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1 Scope 

This document specifies requirements for the design and installation of early suppression fast response 
(ESFR) and control mode specific application (CMSA) sprinklers in automatic sprinkler systems (in 
accordance with this standard and additionally EN 12845-1). 

This document does not cover all legislative requirements. In certain countries, specific national 
regulations can apply and take precedence over this document. Users of this document are advised to 
inform themselves of the applicability or non-applicability for this document by their national 
responsible authorities. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

prEN 12845-1:2021, Fixed firefighting systems — Automatic sprinkler systems —Design, installation and 
maintenance 

EN 12259-1, Fixed firefighting systems — Components for sprinkler and water spray systems — Part 1: 
Sprinklers 

EN 12259-13, Fixed firefighting systems — Components for sprinkler and water spray systems — Part 13: 
ESFR sprinklers 

3 Terms, definitions, symbols and abbreviated terms 

3.1 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 12845-1, EN 12259-1, 
EN 12259-13 and the following apply. 

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses: 

— IEC Electropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/ 

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp 

3.1.1 
open-top containers 
boxes having an open on top and which can retain water 

Note 1 to entry: Containers that have five sides will collect and hold up water that has been discharged from 
operating ceiling-level sprinklers thus delaying the water delivery down through the flue spaces where it is needed 
to either suppress or control the fire. 

Note 2 to entry: Containers with less than five full-height sides redirect the discharged water from operating 
sprinklers so that the water delivery down through the flues is not uniform. Five-sided, open-top containers made 
of wood, cardboard, plastic, or other combustible material promote faster horizontal fire spread compared to 
closed-top combustible containers. 

Note 3 to entry: Non-combustible open-top containers help promote faster horizontal fire spread if combustible 
containers are located below them within a storage rack. See Clause 4 when open-top containers are present within 
a storage rack arrangement. 
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