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National Foreword

???

Every interested party, which is member of an organization based in Luxembourg, can 
participate for FREE in the development of Luxembourgish (ILNAS), European (CEN, 
CENELEC) and International (ISO, IEC) standards: 
 
- Participate in the design of standards 
- Foresee future developments 
- Participate in technical committee meetings

https://portail-qualite.public.lu/fr/normes-normalisation/participer-normalisation.html

THIS PUBLICATION IS COPYRIGHT PROTECTED 
Nothing from this publication may be reproduced or utilized in 
any form or by any mean - electronic, mechanical, photocopying 
or any other data carries without prior permission!
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Foreword 
The text of ISO/IEC Guide 2:2004 has been taken over as European Standard EN 45020:2006. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2007, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by June 2007. 

This European Standard supersedes EN 45020:1998 and does not include Clauses 12 to 17 of 
EN 45020:1998 superseded by EN ISO/IEC 17000:2004 ‘Conformity assessment-Vocabulary and general 
principles (ISO/IEC 17000:2004)’. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN and CENELEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

The first edition of ISO Guide 2 was published by ISO in 1976. It was prepared by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) in consultation with ISO, primarily to facilitate the work of the 
UN/ECE aimed at removal of barriers to international trade arising from lack of harmonization of standards or 
inadequate international application of standards. 

The second, third and fourth editions of ISO Guide 2 added new terms and definitions in more or less isolated 
groups, within no overall planned framework. Work on a systematically structured revision was authorized by 
the ISO Council in 1981 as the principal task of a working group within the ISO Committee on standardization 
principles (ISO/STACO), including IEC and UN/ECE spokesmen and in cooperation with the ISO Committee 
on conformity assessment (ISO/CASCO) and the International Laboratory Accreditation Conference (ILAC). 

The main reason for this activity was a request from UN/ECE for complete and urgent revision of ISO Guide 2 
to take into account a number of specific problems raised by the UN/ECE Government Officials Responsible 
for Standardization Policies as well as the proposed terminology being prepared in the UN/ECE Working Party 
on Building. Moreover, ISO was publishing an increasing number of Guides on standardization policies and 
procedures, several of them in conjunction with IEC. To guard against terminological inconsistencies, a clear 
understanding of basic concepts needed to be established, and unambiguous general terms and definitions 
provided. 

The resulting fifth edition of Guide 2 was issued, for the first time as a joint ISO/IEC publication, in 1986. 

The sixth edition (1991) incorporated amendments in response to specific questions raised by ISO and IEC 
members, requests from the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the UN/ECE, and 
proposals from ISO/CASCO. 

The seventh edition (1996) preserved the structure of its recent predecessors by grouping related concepts 
under generic clause headings. Thus, Clauses 1 to 11 concerned standardization, proceeding from the more 
general to more specific aspects. Similarly, the terms and definitions given in the revised Clauses 12 to 17 
covered the broad spectrum of conformity assessment. These latter clauses were modified on the 
recommendations of ISO/CASCO to reflect developments in conformity assessment activities, and were 
approved by the national bodies of ISO and IEC in 1994. They were not intended to provide a comprehensive 
classification but included, in particular, concepts related to the following typical sequence: 

a) determination of product, process or service characteristics (Clause 13); 

b) comparison of characteristics with specified requirements, i.e. conformity evaluation (Clause 14); 

c) assurance of conformity, e.g. by supplier's declaration or by certification (Clause 15). 

This eighth edition (2004) is identical to the seventh edition except that the terms and definitions on conformity 
assessment (in Clauses 12 to 17 in the 7th edition) have been deleted and replaced by a normative reference 
to EN ISO/IEC 17000, Conformity assessment — Vocabulary and general principles (ISO/IEC 17000:2004). 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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