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Foreword 

This document was drawn up by the ISO Committee on certification, ISOKERTICO. 
it was approved by the iEC Council in June 1981 and by the ISO Council in 
December 1981. 

o fnternational Organkation for Standardkation ,982 . 
International Electrotechnicai Commission 

Printed in Switzerland 
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Methods of indicating conformity with Standards for 
third-Party certification Systems 

0 Introduction 

With the increased development of international trade and the increased demands by government authorities, purchasers, consumers 
and others to establish whether a product or Service conforms with Standards, it is becoming more and more important that the 
methods of indicating such conformity should be clearly understood. 

The questions which arise in considering this need would include : 

what is being certified? 

- by whom is it certified? 

who requires the certification? 

why is evidente of conformity required? 

how best is information on conformity transmitted to the buyer, user (consumer) or government authorities? 

1 Scope and field of application 

This Guide lays down methods of indicating conformity with Standards and reference thereto in Standards. Whilst it is directed 
specifically to conformity with Standards, it is recognized that it may be equally applicable to conformity with other technical 
specifications. lt applies to indications of conformity made under the authority of a certification body. This Guide is primarily intended 
for International Standards but may be used for national Standards or other purposes. 

2 Reference 

ISO Guide 2- 1980, General terms and their definitions concerning Standardkation and certification. 

3 Definitions 

The relevant definitions which appear in ISO Guide 2 are applicable, except that, for the purpose of this document, the following 
definitions apply : 

31 mark of conformity : A legally registered 
tification System for a product or Service which is 

certification mark applied by or issued under the procedures of a third-Party cer- 
in conformi ty with specific Standards or other technical specifications. 

3.2 certificate of conformity : A document issued under the procedures of a third-Party certification System and a 
product or a Service is in conformi tY with specific Standards or 0 ther technical specifications. 1) 

ttesting that a 

1) It is recognized that certificates of conformity may have different meanings and applications in different countries. 
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