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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard ISO 13927 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61, Plastics, Subcommittee SC 4,
Burning behaviour.

Annex A forms a normative part of this International Standard. Annexes B and C are for information only.
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Introduction

Fire is a complex phenomenon: its behaviour and its effects depend upon a number of interrelated factors. The
behaviour of materials and products depends upon the characteristics of the fire, the method of use of the materials
and the environment in which they are exposed (see also ISO/TR 6585 and ISO/IEC 13943).

A test such as is specified in this International Standard deals only with a simple representation of a particular
aspect of the potential fire situation, typified by a radiant heat source, and it cannot alone provide any direct
guidance on behaviour or safety in fire. A test of this type may, however, be used for comparative purposes or to
ensure the existence of a certain quality of performance (in this case heat release from a composite material or an
assembly) considered to have a bearing on fire performance generally. It would be wrong to attach any other
meaning to performance in this test.

The attention of all users of this test is drawn to the warnings that immediately precede clause 10.
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