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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

BASIC AND SAFETY PRINCIPLES FOR MAN-MACHINE
INTERFACE, MARKING AND IDENTIFICATION -

IDENTIFICATION OF CONDUCTORS BY COLOURS OR ALPHANUMERICS

FOREWORD

1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardi tlon comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The obje to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electf\ {
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Stangard i icati ,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (kherea as “IEC
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; a E i \tte®’interested
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work b 2
governmental organlzatlons Ilalsmg with the IEC also part|C|pate in

agreement between the two organizations.

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical mattg as™rearly as possible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since eac
interested IEC National Committees.

6) All users should
7) No liability shall

International Standard IEC 60446 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 16: Basic
and safety principles for man-machine interface, marking and identification.

This fourth edition cancels and replaces the third edition, published in 1999 and constitutes a
technical revision. This edition includes the following significant technical changes with
respect to the previous edition:

a) addition of Clause 3 — Terms and definitions

O

addition of Clause 4 — Identification of conductors

o O

)

)

) addition of subclauses 5.3.4 to 5.3.6 — Use of bi-colour combinations

) addition of subclause 6.2 — Identification of certain designated conductors
)

D

addition of a new Annex A (informative) “Identification of certain designated conductors by
means of colour code and alphanumeric”

—h
=

deletion of the old Annex A (informative) “Methods of marking PEN conductors in different
countries”.
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It has the status of a basic safety publication in accordance with IEC Guide 104.

This bilingual version (2014-04) corresponds to the monolingual English version, published in
2007-05.

The text of this standard is based on the following documents:

FDIS Report on voting
16/461/FDIS 16/462/RVD

Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be fo the report on

voting indicated in the above table.

The French version of this standard has not been voted upon.

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/I

the maintenance result date indicated on the IEC
the data related to the specific publication. At this d

* reconfirmed;
e withdrawn;

+ replaced by a revised edition, or
*+ amended.

IMPORTANT - The ‘col
that it contai colours i considered to be useful for the correct
understanding ontents. ould therefore print this document using a

colour printer.
N\
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