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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

EXPLOSIVE ATMOSPHERES -

Part 28: Protection of equipment and transmission
systems using optical radiation

FOREWORD

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by
agreement between the two organizations.

The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in
the latter.

IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certification bodies.

All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication.

No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the correct application of this publication.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard IEC 60079-28 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 31:
Equipment for explosive atmospheres.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition, published in 2006, and constitutes
a technical revision.

The significance of the changes between IEC 60079-28, Edition 2.0 (2015) and IEC 60079-28,
Edition 1.0 (2006), is as listed below:
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Significance of changes with respect to IEC 60079-28:2006

Type

Significant Changes

Clause

Minor and
editorial
changes

Extension

Major
technical
changes

Scope: Expansion to include Group Il and EPLs Da, Db and
Dc

Scope: Clarification and list of exclusions for optical
radiation sources

Normative references: Deletion of IEC 60079-10, and
addition of IEC 60050-426 and 60050-731

Terms and definitions: Some definitions not used in the
standard deleted. New definitions added.

General requirements: Introduction of an ignition hazard
assessment moved to 4, statement for presence of
absorbers added, Explanation of EPLs deleted

Table 1: EPLs versus protection types moved from 5.5 to
5.1, table modified and extended

5.1

Structure of Table 2 changed and extended explanation in
the notes, but with the same limit values

5.2.2.1

Table 3 for Group Ill added

5.2.2.1

Table 4 replaces Figure 1 for better application

5.2.2.1

Detailed requirements for the measurement of optical power
added

5.2.2.2

Detailed requirements for the measurement of optical
irradiance added

5.2.2.3

Requirements for the assessment of optical pulses for
Group Il much more detailed

Requirements for the assessment of optical pulses for
Group | and Group Il added

aloaoaon
RN
olrwhD

Ignition tests: Notes 1 and 2 added

5.2.4

Over-power/energy fault protection: Title changed and
wording modified for clarity

5.2.5

Radiation inside optical fibre or cable: requirements added,
e.g. pull test

5.3.2

C1

wan

Radiation inside enclosures: IP 6X enclosures, “p” or “t”
enclosures added

5.3.3

Optical system with interlock “op sh”
Table 3 deleted, Figure 1 with interlock cutoff delay times
added

5.4

Type verifications and tests: structure changed (editorial,
without changing the requirements)

Marking: markings required by IEC 60079-0 deleted.
Examples of marking: example with combination of op is
with other types of protection added

Ignition hazard assessment: Flow chart in Figure C.1
modified for better understanding

Annex C

Old Annex E (Introduction of EPLs) deleted. New Annex E
provides a flow chart for the assessment of pulses
according to 5.2.3

Annex E

Relevant IEC-Standards moved to Clause 2

Formerly
Annex F
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