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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION
____________

MODEL AND FRAMEWORK FOR STANDARDIZATION
IN MULTIMEDIA EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS

FOREWORD

1) The IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of the IEC is to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To
this end and in addition to other activities, the IEC publishes International Standards. Their preparation is
entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested in the subject dealt with may
participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-governmental organizations liaising
with the IEC also participate in this preparation. The IEC collaborates closely with the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by agreement between the two
organizations.

2) The formal decisions or agreements of the IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an
international consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation
from all interested National Committees.

3) The documents produced have the form of recommendations for international use and are published in the form
of standards, technical specifications, technical reports or guides and they are accepted by the National
Committees in that sense.

4) In order to promote international unification, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC International
Standards transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional standards. Any
divergence between the IEC Standard and the corresponding national or regional standard shall be clearly
indicated in the latter.

5) The IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any
equipment declared to be in conformity with one of its standards.

6)  Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this technical report may be the subject of
patent rights. The IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

The main task of IEC technical committees is to prepare International Standards. However, a
technical committee may propose the publication of a technical report when it has collected
data of a different kind from that which is normally published as an International Standard, for
example "state of the art".

Technical reports do not necessarily have to be reviewed until the data they provide are
considered to be no longer valid or useful by the maintenance team.

IEC 61998, which is a technical report, has been prepared by IEC technical committee 100:
Audio, video and multimedia systems and equipment.

The text of this technical report is based on the following documents:

Enquiry draft Report on voting

100/90/CDV 100/101/RVC

Full information on the voting for the approval of this technical report can be found in the report
on voting indicated in the above table.

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

This document which is purely informative is not to be regarded as an International Standard.

A bilingual version of this technical report may be issued at a later date.
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INTRODUCTION

Multimedia technology covers a wide range of technical areas and involves a number of
technical elements. Most of the technical elements for multimedia are now being developed
and updated. IEC standardization activities on multimedia technology should, therefore, be
carried out with enough discussions and clarification on the

•  position and relationship of the technology to be standardized among the collection of
related technologies,

•  scope and framework/guideline of the standardization,

•  appropriate standardization organization having the responsibility,

•  schedule of the standardization,

•  relationship between new work items and the existing standards on multimedia or single-
medium technology.

These discussions should be based on appropriate multimedia technology models in order to
create a framework for multimedia standardization. This technical report is a reflection of those
discussions in IEC/TC100 and is expected to contribute as a guideline for IEC standardization
experts and National Committees interested in multimedia equipment and systems, and is also
expected to contribute to strategic discussions in IEC/TC100 Advisory Group on Strategy.
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