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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

LOW-VOLTAGE ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS -

Part 5-56: Selection and erection of electrical equipment —
Safety services

FOREWORD
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for s ization comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The obj is to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the elecf| electronic fields. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standarg Ul ecifications,

Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; a
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. 3
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in thj Q. |E aborates closely

agreement between the two organizations.

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matte
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since eac
interested IEC National Committees.

possible, an international
s representation from all

6) All users should@
7) No liability shall attac

members of its techn

S\employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
ational Committees for any personal injury, property damage or

9) AttentionN Mo o gsibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
~JEC'shalN not™e held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard |IEC 60364-5-56 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 64:
Electrical installations and protection against electric shock.

This second edition of IEC 60364-5-56 comes about as a result of changes to Clause 556,
Safety services, of IEC 60364-5-55 (2001), as modified by its amendment 1 (2001).1

This new part replaces Clause 556 of IEC 60364-5-55:2001. Clause 556 is to be withdrawn at
the time of publication of this new Part 56.

The main changes with regard to the previous edition are listed below:
1) Many more definitions are included, e.g. response time, central power supply system, low

power supply system, preferential circuit and escape route.

1 The first edition of IEC 60364-5-56, which was published in 1980, together with its amendment (1998), was
withdrawn when its contents were incorporated into the first edition of IEC 60364-5-55.
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2) Automatic supplies are now classified according to the maximum changeover times, for
example a supply classified as short break means an automatic supply is available within
0,5 s.

3) Safety sources that can operate in parallel are specifically recognized in 560.6.9.

4) Requirements are now given for batteries used for safety sources for central and low
power supply sources.

5) Drawings are now required, such as a single-line diagram, drawings showing the location
of equipment and a list of equipment permanently connected to the safety power supply.

6) Operating instructions are now required.

7) Detailed requirements are now given for emergency escape lighting applications, direct
current circuits and fire protection applications.

included in the standard.

9) Two annexes are now included (Annex A and Annex B)

FDIS yépo/rt\on\o\ti%\

64/1677/FDIS A \6@ 9é69§vo

Full information on the voting for the
voting indicated in the above table.

A list of all parts i 64 “series, under the general title Low-voltage electrical

installations, can \ ebsite.
The committ the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until
the maingé te indicated on the IEC website under "http://webstore.iec.ch” in the

* reconfirmed
* withdrawn,
+ replaced by a revised edition, or
* amended.
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