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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

OIL-FILLED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT -
SAMPLING OF GASES AND ANALYSIS
OF FREE AND DISSOLVED GASES -
GUIDANCE

FOREWORD

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by
agreement between the two organizations.

The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in
the latter.

IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certification bodies.

All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication.

No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the correct application of this publication.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard IEC 60567 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 10: Fluids
for electrotechnical applications.

This fourth edition cancels and replaces the third edition, published in 2005, and constitutes a
technical revision.

The main changes with respect to the previous edition are listed below:

Since the publication of the third edition, CIGRE TF.D1.01.15 has made progress in several
areas of dissolved gas analysis (DGA), notably

a)
b)

c)

oil sampling,
laboratory analysis and solubility coefficients of gases in non-mineral oils,

calibration of the headspace gas extraction method,
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d) more sensitive detectors for chromatography,
e) preparation of air-saturated standards and

f)  evaluation of gas monitor readings.

These advances are included in this fourth edition.

60567 © IEC:2011

Sampling of oil for DGA from oil-filled equipment has been moved from IEC 60567 to
IEC 60475 as reflected in the revised title of this standard.

The text of this standard is based on the following documents:

FDIS

Report on voting

10/849/FDIS

10/872/RVD

Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on

voting indicated in the above table.

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until
the stability date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch” in the data

related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be

* reconfirmed,

* withdrawn,

+ replaced by a revised edition, or
*+ amended.
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INTRODUCTION

Gases may be formed in oil-filled electrical equipment due to natural ageing but also, to a
much greater extent, as a result of faults.

Operation with a fault may seriously damage the equipment, and it is valuable to be able to
detect the fault at an early stage of development.

Where a fault is not severe, the gases formed will normally dissolve in the oil, with a small
proportion eventually diffusing from the liquid into any gas phase above it. Extracting
dissolved gas from a sample of the oil and determining the amount and composition of this
gas is a means of detecting such faults, and the type and severity of any fault may often be
inferred from the composition of the gas and the rate at which it is formed.

In the case of a sufficiently severe fault, free gas will pass through the oil and collect in the
gas-collecting (Buchholz) relay if fitted; if necessary, this gas may be analysed to assist in
determining the type of fault that has generated it. The composition of gases within the
bubbles changes as they move through the oil towards the gas-collecting relay.

This can be put to good use, as information on the rate of gas production may often be
inferred by comparing the composition of the free gases collected with the concentrations
remaining dissolved in the liquid.

The interpretation of the gas analyses is the subject of IEC 60599.

These techniques are valuable at all stages in the life of oil-filed equipment. During
acceptance tests on transformers in the factory, comparison of gas-in-oil analyses before,
during and after a heat run test can show if any hot-spots are present, and similarly analysis
after dielectric testing can add to information regarding the presence of partial discharges or
sparking. During operation in the field, the periodic removal of an oil sample and analysis of
the gas content serve to monitor the condition of transformers and other oil-filled equipment.

The importance of these techniques has led to the preparation of this standard, to the
procedures to be used for the sampling, from oil-filled electrical equipment, of gases and oils
containing gases, and for subsequent analysis.

NOTE Methods described in this standard apply to insulating oils, since experience to date has been almost
entirely with such oils. The methods may also be applied to other insulating liquids, in some cases with
modifications.

General caution, health, safety and environmental protection

This International Standard does not purport to address all the safety problems associated
with its use. It is the responsibility of the user of the standard to establish appropriate health
and safety practices and determine the applicability of regulatory limitations prior to use.

The insulating oils which are the subject of this standard should be handled with due regard to
personal hygiene. Direct contact with the eyes may cause irritation. In the case of eye
contact, irrigation with copious quantities of clean running water should be carried out and
medical advice sought. Some of the tests specified in this standard involve the use of
processes that could lead to a hazardous situation. Attention is drawn to the relevant standard
for guidance.

Mercury presents an environmental and health hazard. Any spillage should immediately be
removed and be properly disposed of. Consult local regulations for mercury use and handling.
Mercury-free methods may be requested in some countries.
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Environment

This standard is applicable to insulating oils, chemicals and used sample containers.

Attention is drawn to the fact that, at the time of writing of this standard, many insulating oils
in service are known to be contaminated to some degree by PCBs. If this is the case, safety
countermeasures should be taken to avoid risks to workers, the public and the environment
during the life of the equipment, by strictly controlling spills and emissions. Disposal or
decontamination of these oils should be carried out strictly according to local regulations.
Every precaution should be taken to prevent release of insulating oil into the environment.
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